Chemical abuse. An intervention program for the elderly.
Although chemical dependency has been identified as a problem in the geriatric population, the literature continues to focus on issues of problem identification; few authors address the issue of providing appropriate services for the chemically dependent elderly. A goal of the Elders Health Program was to design a process of intervention using strategies employed by current chemical dependency treatment facilities, and to interface this process with knowledge and respect for normal aging changes. The intervention involved creating a unified and informed intervention team. The Elders Health Program illustrates that all elders have a network that can be employed or created in an effort to move the client into accepting the need to change. The ultimate goal is to improve the well-being of the client.